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After two years of planning and months of tests, US government-financed Television Marti
broadcasts are reportedly to begin very soon. Programming is to include public affairs, news, sports
and other entertainment. Voice of America spokespersons assert that TV Marti is needed to provide
Cubans with an alternative to government-controlled journalism. Cuban officials have condemned
TV Marti has more evidence of increasing US aggression against Cuba. Ariel Ricardo, an official of
the Cuban interest section in Washington, told the Times: "We are not eager to engage in radioelectronic warfare with the United States, but we are prepared for that eventuality." Ricardo said
countermeasures under discussion by Havana include jamming TV Marti signals, and broadcasting
Cuban programming over TV frequencies used by Florida stations. He added, "One of the answers
will be to act against Radio Marti, too," referring to the radio station, created in 1985, that is run by
the Voice of America. According to the Times, additional countermeasures under consideration
are suspension of travel between the two countries and elimination of direct telephone links. To
relay the signal to much of the island, TV Marti will require microwave ground stations in Miami, a
communications satellite and an Air Force balloon tethered about 10,000 feet above the sea 20 miles
east of Key West, Fla., among other sophisticated technologies. After a 90-day trial, President Bush
will be required to certify the program's feasibility to justify continued funding. (Basic data from
New York Times, 03/17/90)
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